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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

¶ Check out what Melissaôs favorite 
record is in the Archives. 

¶ During the month of  
February, we celebrate Black 
History Month. 

¶ Christmas Time is Here: Learn 
about ñChristmas through the 
Agesò from an excerpt of our 
blog. 

¶ Check out our new storage space! 

¶ Discover whatôs been  
happening in and out of the 
Archives. 

NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST! 

It is hard to believe that 2020 is nearly over!  This year will definitely go down in the history 
books as one of the more challenging years that we have faced in modern history.  Words like 
Covid, masks, and social distancing have all become part of our daily vocabulary. ñVirtualò meet-
ings, trainings, and even family get-togethers are becoming the new ñnormalò.  While it has been 
a challenging year it has also been a year that has taught us about patience and perseverance!  

The holidays are approaching quickly and as we safely gather with our families Iôd like to suggest 
that you take a moment and document some piece of your family history. Talk to your parents 
and/or grandparents and ask them about family traditions. Give them a notebook and ask them 
to write down ñstoriesò from their earlier years. These may be stories that youôve heard over and 
over your entire life, but once your loved one is just a memory, you will wish that you had these 
stories written down. If you have old, unidentified family photographs, ask other family members 
to help identify the people in the images. Start a family history blog or social media page to docu-
ment your findings. Take this unusual year to help fill in some of the gaps in your family history 
and share it with younger family members. Remember, itôs your ancestors that made you who 
you are today!  

Just a friendly reminder that our reading room is currently open by appointment to only one 
person at a time. While in the reading room, patrons are required to wear a mask along with 
nitrile gloves (we have nitrile gloves on hand).  While we realize that many of our patrons enjoy 
working on their genealogy with other family members or friends this is not currently possible in 
our small reading room. The safety of our patrons and staff are of utmost importance and we will 
continue to operate in this manner as long as there is an ongoing health emergency. We are still 
processing record requests through the window in our entry way during our normal business 
hours (Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, that we are currently UNABLE to provide 
genealogical, property, or other extensive research. 

Before I close, I just want to remind everyone that nu-
merous Greene County records are available on  
FamilySearch and our FLICKR page. In addition to these 
two great resources, we also share some type of record 
daily on our social media pages and our weekly blog, ñOut 
of the Clock Towerò. If you havenôt already, be sure to 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.  
Archivesô staff are working hard to provide you with ac-
cess to numerous Greene County records and also sharing 
long forgotten stories of past Greene County residents.  

 

Until next time, 

Robin Heise 

Greene County Records Manager & Archivist  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/127695569@N06/collections
https://www.co.greene.oh.us/Blog.aspx?CID=1
https://www.co.greene.oh.us/Blog.aspx?CID=1
https://www.facebook.com/GreeneCountyArchives/
https://twitter.com/GreeneCoArchive
https://www.instagram.com/gcarchives/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmFCRaYarNsP0tpLa-Q5gGA
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1896 Osborn, Ohio Map 

 

The Archives holds collections that document the 

rich and unique history of Greene County, Ohio. 

Each record provides a key to unlocking and un-

derstanding a piece of our collective past, be it a 

tax record that indicates a family member owned 

property, or a marriage record illustrating a dis-

tant relative married in the County, or a birth 

record demonstrating that same relative started 

and raised a family in the County. I review and 

write about a variety of these records every week, 

be it for the blog or a social media post. When it 

came my turn to write about a favorite record of 

the Archives, the first thing I thought of was 

maps.  

Maps seem so general, but each week, they make 

an appearance in a social media post. They are 

full of information and help tell stories. A great 

example of this is using maps in conjunction 

with surveys. Surveys are complex; they are writ-

ten using legal jargon, and many times, do not 

fully reveal a location. However, when you in-

clude a map, it all becomes so clear - landowners, 

neighbors, and property lines are evident. Maps 

clarify complex records or information, and pro-

vide a visual representation that may otherwise 

be lacking.  

Our maps also demonstrate the changing land-

scape of Greene County over two centuries. The 

maps indicate development of the towns, villag-

es, and cities of the County, as well as the high-

way systems, housing developments, parks, sew-

age systems, and even the changing election pre-

cincts as populations increased or decreased in 

particular areas. Some of the most interesting 

maps illustrate the path of the infamous 1974 

Xenia Tornado, one of the worst in our nationôs 

history. These maps provide invaluable infor-

mation to researchers in learning about the 

County and provide a great educational tool in 

the classroom to highlight local history topics. In 

particular, we use an 1896 Map of Osborn in a 

classroom activity to help students learn how to 

read a map, as well as some history of the village 

prior to moving to a new location after the 1913 

Flood. 

If you are conducting property research or gene-

alogy, donôt overlook or underestimate the value 

of maps. They may help clear ambiguities and 

may prove to be a valuable record.  

FAVORITE RECORD  ðððððððð    MAPS                              

BY: MELISSA DALTON 

Map of area affected by the 1974 Xenia Tornado 

 

 


